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Comment No. 9 (cont.)    Issue Code: 12
For detailed information on the CERCLA studies on Bear Creek
Valley, the commentor is referred to the RI/FS for Bear Creek Valley
(DOE/OR/01-1455/V1&V2 and DOE/OR/02-1525/V1&V2) available
at the DOE public reading room at Oak Ridge.  While all are DOE
responsibility, EM Program activities are managed separate from DP
waste management activities at Y-12. EM Program waste activities are
currently ongoing and would continue regardless of future projects
proposed for Y-12 DP missions. Waste management activities at Y-12
are discussed in Volume I, Section 3.2.2.2 and Volume II, Section A.5.
In the Y-12 SWEIS, waste management activities and waste generation
for 1999 are included under the No Action - Status Quo Alternative.
Estimated waste generation by type and volume is presented in the No
Action - Planning Basis Operations Alternative and for each of the
proposed new facilities for the HEU Storage Mission and the Special
Materials Mission in Chapter 5, Section 5.11 of the SWEIS.

Comment No. 10  Issue Code: 14
The hydrogen fluoride (HF) system is part of the Y-12 enriched
uranium recovery operations that has not been restarted since the 1994
stand-down.  The HF system is being checked and modified as
necessary based on operational readiness reviews and requirements.
Once the operational readiness review of the system is complete and
appropriate approvals received, the HF system would be restarted
along with the other operations associated with the enriched uranium
recovery operations at Y-12.  The HF system would meet all applicable
safety and health requirements before it is made fully operational.
 
Comment No. 11        Issue Code: 25
The purpose of the Y-12 SWEIS is to analyze the impacts of the
proposed action and alternatives (see Chapter 2 of the SWEIS). The HF
system is part of the Y-12 enriched uranium recovery operations that
was never restarted after the 1994 stand-down.  The HF system is being
checked and modified as necessary based on operational readiness
reviews and requirements.  Once the operational readiness  review of
the system is complete, the HF system will be restarted along with
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 Comment No. 11 (cont.)         Issue Code: 25
the other operations associated with the enriched uranium recovery
operations at Y-12.  The HF system would meet all applicable safety
and health requirements before it is made fully operational.   The HF
system was reviewed under NEPA (DOE/EA-1049) in 1995 as
discussed in Section 1.4.2 of the SWEIS.  The health and safety
impacts associated with HF system operations are included in the No
Action - Planning Basis Operations Alternative as part of the restart of
the enriched uranium recovery operations at Y-12.

DOE did invite public participation and comment on the HF System
EA in 1995. A notice of availability was published in the Oak Ridger,
and in the Knoxville News – Sentinel. DOE received only a few
comments from the public on the proposed action and EA. No public
meetings were held due to lack of local public feedback and low
response on the document. None of the comments received requested
additional public involvement or mentioned a lack of notice to the
public on the availability of the EA.

Comment No. 12   Issue Code: 26
 The HF system is a connected action under NEPA because it meets the
requirements of a connected action under 40 CFR 1508.25 (a)(1)(i)(ii)
or (iii), that is, (1) trigger other actions which may require EISs; (2)
cannot or will not proceed unless other actions are taken previously or
simultaneously; (3) are independent parts of a larger action and depend
on the larger action for their justification. The HF system was reviewed
under NEPA (DOE/EA-1049) in 1995 as discussed in Section 1.4.2 of
the SWEIS, and the project completed in 1998. The HF system
operations health and safety impacts are included in the No Action -
Planning Basis Operations Alternative as part of the restart of the
enriched uranium recovery operations at Y-12.  Operations impacts of
the HF system are included in the overall operation impacts of the
Y-12 National Security Complex reflected in the No Action - Planning
Basis Operations Alternative and the alternatives for new facilities for
the HEU Storage Mission and the Special Materials Mission at Y-12
in Chapter 5 of the SWEIS.

   15/14

  16/05


